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A_ TRUE STORY 


Moments after their small plane crashed, 
Francis Randall and his fourteen year 
daughter were afloat in a darkened, shark 
infested sea. The pilot was dead and both 
they and the two women passengers clung 
desperately to a pair of life jackets as only 
a few feet away they watched the plane sink. 
Although it was his life that had brought 
Randall to this shattering crisis, it would 


also prove to be the means of his salvation. 


"LOST AT SEA" 
BACK STORY 

Frank Randall is an amiable man who often makes 
fun of his own corpulence. A well liked Professor of English 
Literature, he had been lost in the shadow of a famous 
father, himself a professor. Although long dead, the older 
man is still revered as an icon of Columbia University's 
distinguished Institute of International Relations. In his 
lifetime, most of his world lay outside the home. He shared 
the male tradition of working hard and providing for his 
family so it wasn't necessary to give an open love. 

As the son grew, it was hard for him to leave the 
warm, caring mother. She was creative and fun. The father 
was jealous and angry. Randall remembers trying to hug him 
but being told that only girls do that. Boys shake hands. 

From early on, the father's difficulty in reaching 
his son found voice in arguments with his wife that the boy 
was too soft. For all his erudition, the father failed to 
see that all children have a nurturing instinct, believing 
instead that it was the province of girls. He overlooked 
Frank playing baseball but his picking up a doll in a toy 
store brought a reprimand. When the boy wrote a poem, he 


showed it to a friend of the family who mentioned it to the 


father, much to the latter's displeasure. 
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Trying to close the distance between himself and his son, a 
hiking trip turned into a.comic disaster with an overturned 
canoe and provisions lost. After awhile, the father gave up 
trying. When he died, Frank felt the loss, carrying the 
knowledge that he had disappointed him. The wounded father 
had left a man who would himself be equally wounded with his 
own children. 

Randalls' wife, a strong and successful woman, had 
been a student of his father. She'd considered it a coup to 
snare the son of the famous man but her disillusionment soon 
turned into a fatalistic acceptance. Finding release in her 
career, she became a distinguished Professor of Economics 
whose work often took her abroad. As their own son and 
daughter grew, it fell to Frank to carry an inordinate share 
of the parenting burden. Since his own father had found it 
difficult to love him, he wasn't very good at it. His 
discomfort with his own son David, caused the boy to go away 
to a private school and then to choose a college whose main 
attraction was that it would be as far away from home as 
possible. He achieved his goal in the Pacific Northwest. 

Since his daughter Ariane lived at home, it was 
she to whom he gave his love. Remembering his father's 
injunction about the feminine gender however, she grew up 
protected but quietly resentful. Lately, his dealing with 


bright and accomplished young women at the university, 
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had motivated him to encourage Ariane but the early years 
had taken root and fear of failure kept her from reaching 
out for secret goals. Frank Randall saw the problem but felt 


helpless to correct things. 


THE STORY 
ACT ONE 

Easter Week. Frank's family is scattering in all 
directions. His wife is flying to Geneva to speak at an 
international conference where she is to head the official 
United States delegation. As for their children, the college 
son is off on a sailboat in the Caribbean and fourteen year 
old Ariane is taking a trip with a friend to New Mexico. His 
wife's last words are to remind him she has put his meals 
for the week in the fridge and to stay away from his usual 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. Within the hour, they 
are gone and he is alone. He tries to work at his desk but 


the stillness becomes oppressive and he goes out. 


He is but a block from the Columbia campus and he 
walks its almost deserted paths. As he looks at the massive 
steps of the library, he flashes back to his childhood as 
his father leads the faculty procession at the graduation 
ceremonies....the child watching. He waves to the father but 


immersed in the cheers and trappings of office, the man 
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barely notices his young son. 

That night, Frank is awakened by the sound of 
someone entering the apartment. It is his daughter. Her 
friend had called off the trip to New Mexico. He tries to 
mollify her but she rejects his overtures and shuts herself 


in her room. 


Morning. He asks a travel agent if there any 
vacancies in a southern resort as his daughter loves water 
sports. The agent checks his computer and replies that Club 
Med's Magic Isle in Haiti can take them. Anxious to please 


Ariane, he books passage. 


The resort is as lush as its name and Ariane loses 
herself in all the water skiing and snorkeling. There is 
even a teen age boy who follows her longingly. As for Frank, 
he goes out in a local fisherman's boat. Ever the professor, 
he speaks of a Haitian writer he admires. Upset, the 
fisherman says the man is dead, murdered by the army which 
is cracking down on the democratic movement. Equally 
disturbed, Frank questions the man who warns it is bad here 
now for everyone, not only the locals. They will not be 
protected because the government is the enemy. 


He advises him to get out. 
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That night, Frank dreams of his wife. She is angry 
at him for taking their daughter into a dangerous situation. 
Didn't he know what's been happening in Haiti? Why is he 
always so inept? He is awakened by angry voices and 
shooting. Peering out he sees military jeeps racing into the 


compound and a local worker being beaten and dragged away. 


ACT TWO 
Morning and the guests are told that the United 
States has cut off all flights to Haiti and that the Randall 
plane to New York has been indefinitely postponed. Club Med 
offers a free stay or passage on a special charter to Santo 
Domingo where they can transfer to a New York flight. Ariane 


wants very much to stay but Frank thinks it best to leave. 


On the trip to the airport, they see soldiers and 
barricades lining the roadside. When they arrive, they learn 
the special flight has been canceled because of engine 
trouble but that the club has managed to charter four small 
planes. Randall and Ariane are to join two women guests on 
their flight. Delia Clark had come with her seventeen year 
old daughter but the girl would have to fly on another 
plane. Also on the Randall plane is Ana Rivera, a middle 
aged woman. Ariane studies the Piper Cub plane and nervously 


pronounces it "small and dinky". 
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It is night as they take off. As the minutes pass, 
Randall, who has been studying the sky, asks Ana Rivera, who 
speaks Spanish, to question the pilot as to why they are 
going west, away from their destination of Santo Domingo. 
The pilot is reluctant to answer but he says nothing is 
wrong. As the plane drones on, they return to their seats. 


Ana says he is the pilot and must know what he is doing. 


A freighter moves on the moonlit sea. Moments 
later, a small plane is heard. As it approaches we see that 
it is much too low for a normal flight. 

Inside the plane, the four passengers are asleep. 
From the pilot's POV, we see that he is circling the ship. 
Randall awakens to a blanket of steamy air. He peers out and 
sees the maneuver. The pilot is chattering excitedly on the 
radio as Randall questions him. He motions for Randall to 
awaken the others. 

Ana translates that the electrical systems have 
failed and he is uncertain as to where they are. Ariane 
leans over to look at the gas gauge. They are running low. 
As the plane spirals slowly downward, the pilot throws his 
life jacket to Randall who is cradling Ariane in his arms 
against the incipient crash. He puts the life jacket over 
her head and neck as the women don theirs. There is a 


terrific impact as the plane hits the water at a hundred 
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miles an hour. The door and side of the plane have broken 
open and water is pouring in. Randall orders everyone out on 
the wing and they struggle to comply. As he is about to 
clamber out, he looks back at the pilot who is slumped 
against the dashboard, bloody, neck broken and clearly dead. 
Their hopes that the plane would float disappear 
within seconds and they leap into the sea, grasping their 


life jackets. 


ACT THREE 
Three of the charted planes have landed in Santo 
Domingo and the authorities are now aware of the missing 
aircraft. The pilot's brother has a copy of his air chart 
and the course he had planned to fly. Unaware that the plane 
was not anywhere near that area but ironically had circled 
back within striking distance of Haiti, the authorities give 


the United States Coast Guard the wrong search area. 


Huddled around the three life jackets, the two 
older women, on the verge of hysteria, suddenly break away 
and swim toward the freighter they had seen from the air. 
The problem is that neither they nor the Randalls can now 
see any sign of a ship. He is able to persuade them to stop 


as he and Ariane catch up. They take stock physically so as 


to plan a course of action, if indeed one is possible. 
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Ariane had bumped her head but seems to have survived 
without a concussion. Randall has cuts and bruises and a 
bleeding gash on the chin where his daughter's head had hit 
his as they crashed. Delia has a number of cuts and is 
bleeding around the nose which was probably broken. Ana 
appears to have a concussion and a broken left arm. Both 
father and daughter have lost their glasses. They remain 
convinced that in circling the freighter several times, they 
must have been seen and would soon be rescued. It is Delia 
who breaks the artificial calm as she barely muffles a cry 


of alarm that their bleeding will attract sharks. 


A sailboat at sea. Aboard is David, the Randall 
son. One of his friends is monitoring the marine radio and 
tunes in on the Coast Guard transmissions of the search. 
When he hears the name Randall, he excitedly calls 
to David. Moments later he is in contact with a Coast Guard 
ship trying to get details. He is told of the area where the 
search is being conducted, mistakenly so. 

After the inial shock, David begins to make plans 
and as his friends point out, irrational ones, for he wants 
their boat to search for his father and sister. David 
accedes to their advice but they agree to go with him to 
Haiti for they are only a few hours away. There he can 


hopefully learn the real details of what's happened. 
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The survivors. Their desperation fuels a near 
manic mood as they all give reasons why they will be 
rescued. The pilot had talked to land calling "Mayday". 
Something must've gotten through and the freighter had to 
have seen them. In any event, they'd have been missed by now 
and a search is underway at this very moment. 

Randall, despite his fatalism about their probable 
doom, tries to calm them. He advises their not wasting 
energy swimming toward anything in the dark. Chances are 
they'd go in the wrong direction, wherever that is. Randall 
can see the blurry stars even without his glasses and the 
Big Dipper indicates the north clearly enough. The problem 
is..which way is land. At dawn they would probably see it 
and then swim for it. 

For now, they will have to tread water throughout 
the night. Ariane and the two women will be helped by their 
life jackets.The camera pulls back and isolates them in the 


vast emptiness of a barely moonlit sea. 
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ACT FOUR 
Geneva. Mrs Randall learns of the disappearance. 
Phone calls to the State Department tell her very little but 
they are confident he'll be found. They also advise that she 
continue with the conference promising to keep her 


constantly informed. 


Dawn. Land can be seen in the far off distance. As 
they stare at it, Randall experiences the first of an out of 
body experience. It's as if he's apart from the others 
watching them and himself. We hear him speak as his real 
self tries to assure the others. But then we hear his 
thoughts. 

"Those mountains can't be south of Santo Domingo. 
We're probably west of one of the Haitian peninsulas. We'd 
better be if we want to pull out of this. Where's my damn 
glasses. Looks like we're maybe four miles away. Who the 
hell knows. Could be thirty miles. They're waiting for me to 
do something. Ariane, I'm trying, sweetheart. I'm trying". 

As his real self, he now gives them his plan. It 
would double their chances for Ariane and Randall to try and 
swim ashore to get help. It makes sense but it means leaving 
Ana, who can't swim with her broken arm and Delia, who 


couldn't really swim anyway. A desperate debate begins. 
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Ariane is silent, depending on her father. The 
women want to stay where they are. Randall says that's too 
dangerous. He is bleeding and there remains the ever present 
fear of sharks. The two women resist being abandoned and 
there is a flashback of father and son reinforcing his 
traditional hesitancy to act. Thus, Randall delays the 
moment of decision when he knows he must swim for the land 
that is now disappearing over the horizon. Fate helps the 
decision for the current shifts and land is again visible. 
It is now or never to make a move. Ariane however, remains 
afraid. It is a fear reinforced by a memory scene in which 
her father had discouraged her from taking an active role as 
a child. 

Now he must persuade her to come with him for if 
they are going to swim for it, they have to start at once 
while the sun is still low. They've already spent seven 
hours without a drop of fresh water. If they don't make 
shore today, dehydration would prevent it tomorrow. Moments 
later, they bid farewell and start off. The sight of Ana and 
Delia's terror almost stops them but he and Ariane have to 


go on. 


There is a montage of father and daughter 
swimming. Once she is holding on to his shirt. A breeze 


comes up slapping the salt into their eyes. 
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We can see the distant shore getting closer and Randall 
slips into another out of,body experience. He is counting 
strokes and is now up into the many thousands. Ariane calls 
out her love for him and he assures her of his. Will they 
make it, she asks. Of course, they will.....they have to get 
back for Grandpa Bernie's birthday. Besides, who's going to 
teach that new freshman course in the Fall. The dean will be 
very angry. 

They swim on and we watch them go into the near 
distance and Randall's voice is again heard. 

"There was nothing else I could say to my child 

but there was much to be said to myself. How many 

times in the classroom had I quoted from Tennyson 


as he spoke of noble Ulysses? 


© 


"Though much is taken, much abides; 

And though we are not now that strength which 
in old days 

Moved earth and heaven, that which we are, 

we are; 

One equal temper of heroic hearts, 

Made weak by time and fate, but strong 

in will 

To strive to seek, to find, and not to yield." 


Randall and Ariane swim from sight. 


A Coast Guard search plane is seen. Aboard, the 
navigator reports the lack of progress. We cut to the tower 
and the commanding officer takes the microphone and 


questions the crew intently. The Pentagon is turning screws 


-14- 
because of State Department interest. He orders the search 
area widened and another plane into the area. If necessary, 


they'11 comb the entire Caribbean. 


David's boat is within sight of Haiti and a patrol 
vessel approaches and then boards. David explains why he's 
come and they are ordered to follow the patrol into Port-au- 


Prince. 


The sea. A late sun bores down as we find Randall 
and Ariane. She begins calling that she sees the harbor and 
boats. Boats with white sails. Randall strains to see and he 
then shouts happily that he sees them too but the camera 
shows nothing but an empty sea. They are sharing a delusion 
and within minutes the boats vanish from their sight. Ariane 
sags in the water as heartbreak takes over and Randall holds 
her. She says it's fourteen hours since they began swimming. 
and she can't go on anymore. As he struggles to keep her 
afloat, there is a break in the waves and the beach swings 
into view. When they see it, elation races through them and 
they scream in sheer happiness. Their strokes revived, they 
head for their deliverance. Ariane swims so strongly that 
she surges to a hundred feet ahead of her father. 


A half mile from the beach, a squall suddenly 


crashes down and thunder tears the sky apart. 
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Randall tries to catch up to his daughter. Frightened and 

despairing, he hears her shouting his name as six to eight 
foot waves smash into him. He almost drowns dozens of times 
as he calls Ariane's name endlessly but the storm rages on 


and she has disappeared. 


ACT FIVE 
Dawn. A Haitian fishing boat is making its way as 
one of the crew points at something in the water. It is 


part of the plane's wing. They take it on board. 


Geneva. Randall's wife is called out of a meeting 
and told about the wreckage. She asks the delegation head to 
arrange transportation. Since Haiti is not permitting any 
American flights into the country, she will be taken to 


Santo Domingo. 


In the car to the airport, she recalls an argument 
with her husband about the children and as the memory ends, 


she turns away in despair. 


The sea. A body floats into view. As it nears, it 
stirs. It is Randall who had succumbed to exhaustion. As he 
regains awareness, he frantically struggles to find Ariane 


but she is nowhere to be seen. 
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David and his friends have been brought into the 
office of a Haitian Colonel. The questioning is polite but 
firm. His thrust is that the Americans are trying to depose 
the government and for the moment, they will have to remain 
here until their story is checked. David is furious. He's 
trying to find his father. So are we, the Colonel replies. 


He hopes all will be resolved satisfactorily. 


After thirty three hours without water or food, 
Randall is in severe difficulty. He has been burned by the 
sun and his wound refuses to heal. Not too far away, some 
fins break the surface but he fails to see them as he is now 
flashing back. A rapid passing of his conflicts with his 
father are played out. 

As several waves pass over him, he is lucid fora 
moment and becomes aware of the fins. He freezes in horror 


and waits for the inevitable. 


ACT SIX 
The Coast Guard planes return to base and report 
their lack of success. Since they are needed in helping with 
an oil spill, the Commanding Officer makes the difficult 


decision of calling off the Randall search. 
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The sea. Randall is sleeping on his back. Gentle 
waves break over his face awakening him after which he then 
returns to sleep. Now however, he forces his eyes to remain 
open. His mind and voice now call up a vision of Ariane. She 
appears for too short a moment and is replaced by his 
hallucinations. Tall, lacy structures like oil derricks 
where people wave to him and then turn into clouds as do 
gingerbread houses into children playing. The clouds 
reappear and change into giant ducks, penguins and assorted 
geometric forms. 

Suddenly, he begins to scream as his foot is being 
wrenched back and forth by a shark. Other voices are now 
shouting and as we pull back, we see Haitian villages ina 
canoe trying to wrestle Randall into their vessel. His weak 
efforts subside as the "shark" disappears and he recognizes 
that it is men now sees the men who have him. The willed 
strength that has been holding him together all these hours 
has now dissipated. 

The sun beats down upon him in his continuing 
delirium as the men shield him with their hats and paddle 
furiously to the nearby shore. Several dugout canoes are 
joining them as Randall is questioned by rapid speaking 
Creole voices. His stumbling french replies are the best he 


can manage. 
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Reaching shallow water, he is helped out of the 
canoe. He is still in a miasma when he sees a figure 
approaching him. The face swims in and out of his 
consciousness but it is the voice calling to him that he 
recognizes. It is Ariane. Now she is close to him and he 
stares into her face as the vision becomes a reality. They 
embrace and fall into the water splashing about noisily and 
laughing as the villagers join in and then pull them on 


shore. 


Randall and Ariane awaken from a troubled sleep. 
Their bodies feel as if on fire and indeed the high fever is 
no illusion. Despite the efforts of the villagers to feed 
them and lower the fever, it remains. There is no phone 
within sixty miles so Randall can call the authorities and 
tell of approximately where they left Ana and Delia and to 


notify Randall's wife. 


ACT SEVEN 
A policeman who arrives places them in his jeep 
and they are jolted along a broken road to a Convent. There 
is a phone and Randall, with the help of Sister Aline 
Belisle, a businesslike woman of fifty, manages to reach the 
authorities and gives the approximate location of the crash. 


He also asks them to locate his wife in Geneva. 
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The Sister manages some first aid but she has few 


other means and arranges for transport to a rural hospital. 


A search plane is in the area that Randall was 


able to describe but it is fruitless. 


Randall, despite the fact that he has not yet 
recovered, has persuaded a fisherman to take him back to the 
site of the crash. Tracking Randall's journey ona 
navigational chart, they arrive just before twilight. The 
fisherman's knowledge of the currents enables Randall to 
retrace the general route but as night falls, there is no 
sign of his lost companions. He is loath to give up but the 
fisherman persuades him of the hopeless cause. 

The following day, Randall and Ariane are taken to 
Port-Au-Prince and in the Military Headquarters, they are 
ushered into the presence of the Colonel who had detained 
David. He is apologetic and has them driven to the hotel 


where David and his friends are waiting. 


They all arrive in Santo Domingo and the circle of 
the family is finally closed as Randall's wife is at the 


airport to greet them. 


voice: 
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As the family is reunited, we hear Randall's 


"What words were there left to say? 

I was no longer the Ulysses of Tennyson. 
Now, I thought only of Pip, the cabin 
boy in Moby Dick who had been swept 


overboard and not found for hours": 


"In calm weather, to swim in the 

open sea is as easy to the practiced 
swimmer as to ride in a spring-carriage 
ashore. But the awful lonesomeness is 
intolerable. The tense concentration 

of self in the middle of such a 
heartless immensity, my God!, who can 
tell it? By the merest chance the ship 
itself had at last rescued him. But 
from that hour the boy went about his 
work a lost idiot. The sea had chosen to 
keep his finite body alive...only to 
drown the infinite of his soul." 


FADE OUT 
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